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Dear Friends,

Do you do anything 
special on Shabbat 
with your family or 
friends?

Honestly, in a dual 
rabbi household 
where both Erica 
and I are running 
here and there on 
Jewish holidays 
(which, of course, 
includes Shabbat), 

we have to be intentional in our planning for Jewish 
holidays and rituals.  And while we don’t have the 
opportunity to have the traditional festive Shabbat 
meal before running off to lead services, we always 
make a point of “making Shabbat” with the family by 
lighting candles, and blessing the wine and challah.

We try to make Saturday as “Shabbat-like” as possible.  
For us, that means family time.  We don’t pay bills or 
do emails.  We try to power down as much as we can.  
A movie in the living room with some popcorn, or a 
trip to a park, or visiting Erica’s family in Jupiter is 
our style. 

(But good luck with trying to keep everyone off social 
media.  That’s never going to happen!)

Ahad Ha’am, one of modern Zionism’s earliest 
philosophers, once wrote, “More than the Jews have 
kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.”  If there’s 
one thing that has united Jews of all nationalities and 
cultures is the desire to observe Shabbat as one of 
God’s greatest gifts to the Jewish people. It’s what 
unites us as Jews, and it’s what every Jew has in 
common.

Messages From Our Leaders
Shabbat makes sense. Even God needed a rest after 
working so hard.  “For in six days God made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, 
and rested on the seventh day; therefore God blessed 
the Sabbath day.” (Exodus 20:11)

We need a weekly break, a time to release the 
tensions of work and the stresses we encounter in 
our daily lives.  Making Shabbat work for you within 
the context of the Jewish tradition also brings on a 
sense of gratefulness.  It’s God’s way of telling us to 
slow down, smell the flowers, and appreciate what 
you have.

If you haven’t done so already, I hope you will consider 
doing something special for yourself and your family 
on Shabbat. Consider lighting candles, for instance, 
and allow yourself to become mesmerized by the 
glow of the flames.  Prepare a special meal and share 
it with friends or family. Whatever you do to relax, 
make a point of doing it on Shabbat.

Shabbat is all about taking a break and letting your 
batteries recharge.  It’s a remarkable gift God has 
given us!

L’shalom,

Rabbi Rosenkranz

FROM THE RABBI ’S DESK 
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This year, the temple 

choir returned to the 

bimah during the 

High Holy Days after 

years of ongoing 

pandemic. One of 

the many things 

the pandemic made 

difficult was making 

music in groups.

Normally when 

multiple people are 

talking at once it becomes a cacophonous mess. One 

of the most amazing parts about singing in a choir is 

that many voices can sound at once, sometimes even 

singing different notes, while maintaining balance 

and harmony. It is a beautiful phenomenon that voices 

that are so different can come together to sound like 

one. This is another reason why saying kaddish is 

so powerful, for many voices come together as one. 

Being apart for so many years taught us the value 

of joining our voices together. While there were 

ways to communicate both with audio and video 

conferencing, there was really no technology that 

would allow musicians to reliably play together. After 

such a long hiatus, I felt so lucky that our choir was 

able to embellish the services and help uplift us all. 

So much has happened in the last couple years that 

it may feel like a lifetime. Between the pandemic, the 

climate crisis, and a general feeling of global unrest, 

there is no escaping what is broken. During difficult 

times, it is helpful to tap into what Jewish tradition 

has to offer. Our familiar words and music bring us 

close and offer comfort to the uncomfortable. There 

are heartfelt conversations, connections, and songs 

which carry us through to repose. The more we can 

join our voices for a common message, the stronger 

that message will become. I give tremendous 

credit to the group of women who sang together at 

the services this year. I am excited for the future 

opportunities we will have to join our voices in song. 

- Cantor Rachel

A FEW NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR
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The season of thanks is upon us. It’s a time to be thankful for all we have 
and who we have in our lives. It’s a time for giving and sharing, gathering 
with friends and family and sharing in some new traditions.

Our temple is all abuzz with activity between our youth, Shorashim, 
special services and lots more. We hope you will make some time to get 
involved and volunteer in the fun. We all get so much pleasure seeing 
each other in person and sharing in fun and learning. The next few months 
brings us an interfaith service and a fun evening with Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood for our annual Chanukah celebration, “Latkes & Vodka.” 
Come, enjoy and support these opportunities to be together.

To better our community physically, we are looking forward to sharing 
details about an upcoming capital campaign to raise the funds to 
refurbish many areas of our campus for the future. Those that came 
before us did this for us; this is now our time.

This is a year of inviting people to get involved to serve on our Board of Directors. We are always looking for 
new ideas; please consider making a commitment to guide our growth by joining our board. Applications and 
elections will take place in the spring of 2023.

Your participation and leadership during this season of sharing will certainly be an example for our peers as 
well as our next generation.

Have a happy Thanksgiving.

B’shalom,

Marcy Samuels     
  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

My name is Vicki Ward and I am so excited to be a part of this amazing community. I grew up in New York and 
went to Camp Poyntelle for 17 summers. I graduated from SUNY Plattsburgh and then worked for the JCC in 
New York until I found my way to Florida in 2013. I moved to Florida to be closer to my sisters, mother and in 
that time met my husband of now 6 years and we have our perfect 3-year-old daughter, Izzy. 

I have worked for the Mandel JCC of the Palm Beaches at the Boynton Beach location running the after-
school program for grades K-5; special needs programs and  during the summer for camp, I wore many hats 
such as unit head for our teen campers, logistics, field trips and the day-to-day activities. 

I was there for about 5 years until Covid hit and during the pandemic I was working for the Palm Beach 
Habilitation Center (for adults with disabilities) as an employment specialist. I loved what I was doing, but my 
true passion has always been programming and working with kids! Luckily, I found my dream job at TBT and I 
can’t wait to get started and get to know everyone. 

I am looking forward to growing the TiBToFTY youth group programs and have this a safe, fun and inclusive 
place for everyone. I’m hoping to have all the kids join me at my first youth group meetings on November 2nd 
for the TiBToFTY Senior group and November 3rd for the TiBToFTY Junior group. 

We are going to have a great year!

Vicki 

MEET VICKI,  OUR SYNAGOGUE & 
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR
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When you are next in 
the Temple, please 
find time to walk 
down the hallways 
of the preschool.  
The talents and 
skills of the children 
in our school are 
illustrated through 
their drawings, 
photo exposés and 
literary charts.  
The multi-faceted 

ways we teach the children Jewish Holidays and 
Jewish values are depicted through their creative 
expressions. The tradition of eating apples dipped in 
honey was practiced in September.  The creation of 
graphs illustrating a poll conducted of the children’s 
favorite color apples supplemented that traditional 
activity.  Next, we transformed our dramatic play 
centers into Sukkahs which the children decorated 
and created.  In preparation for Simchat Torah, the 
3’s & PreK classes were given an up-close look at the 
Torah by the Rabbi.  Each of the children identified a 
Hebrew word in the Torah, and the Rabbi translated 
and explained that word to them.  The festive week’s 
activities concluded with Cantor Rachel and the 
teachers leading a very joyous Simchat Torah parade 
through the sanctuary.      
                               
Our curriculum uses eating in and decorating 
the Sukkah to transmit longstanding the Jewish 
traditions of kindness to strangers, respect for others, 
and welcoming guests   By weaving the religious 
traditions of Sukkot, Simchat Torah, and the secular 
holiday of Thanksgiving, our blended curriculum 
teaches the values of friendship, and generosity while 
celebrating the unique nature of different people 
and cultures.  The traditional manner of celebrating 

these important holidays and the underlying Jewish 
Values presented in our preschool will be used by the 
children throughout their lifetimes.      
   
 Our lessons about the richness of Thanksgiving 
are beautifully foreshadowed by the preschool 
activities for Sukkot. We first harvest, preschool 
style.  The children shuck corn, and plant seeds.  
Lessons about sharing and tzedakah will be woven 
into the community-wide food collections for the 
less fortunate.   During the week of Thanksgiving 
our families are invited to school for our joyous 
Thanksgiving program. This preschool celebration is 
shaped by parents and teachers working together to 
help the children decorate fall holiday costumes and 
cook special dishes to share. 

Our return from the Thanksgiving break will bring 
more activity.   Hanukkah will become the focus.  
While enjoying the idea of receiving gifts and gelt, all 
of the children will also experience the joy of sharing 
and giving.  The residents at the Morse Geriatric 
Center will receive cards made by the older classes.  
The Ferd and Gladys Alpert Jewish Family Services 
will be the beneficiaries of our Hanukkah gift drive.  
A lasting impression is made on young minds and 
hearts when the lessons of L’dor va Dor and tzedakah, 
are blended into activities of enjoyment.

My hope and prayer is for you and your families to 
always have much for which to be thankful.

Have a happy and healthy Thanksgiving season. 

Sandy Wilensky  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

CHECK OUT THE NEXT PAGE TO SEE HOW 
MUCH FUN WE ARE HAVING IN PRESCHOOL!
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Misheberach
Merciful God, we pray to You for the recovery of those who are ill in the congregation and others 
who are in our hearts. Grant them renewed strength and confidence. Give wisdom and skill to 
those who help in healing.  Help all of us who share the anxiety of their illness to be brave and 
hopeful. Inspire us with courage and faith, and grant Your blessing to all who call upon You.

Mi Shebeirach avoteinu, Avraham, Yitzchak v’Ya-akov – v’eemotaynu, Sara, Rivkah, Rachayl v’Leah
O God, who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, 
send your blessing to:

Gary Feldman, Florence Bernfeld, Philip Solodkin, Bernard Albert, Marc Blecher, 
Wayne Steven Resnick, Jon Waxman, Anita Hurwitz,  Li Siegel, Rena Bonk, Alan & Carole Sternlieb, 
Fran Silverman, Elaine Wolkoff, Peter Patane,  Shellie De La Rosa, Marcia Grobman, Frank 
Herrman,Sylvia Windmueller, Leah bat Yitzhak (Ellie Halperin), David Benaim, Peter Malecki, 
Regina Weitzman, Elba Laino, Jackie Kanarek

Have mercy upon them and graciously restore their health and their strength.  Grant each of them 
a Refuah Shleimah – a complete recovery – along with all others who are suffering.
Baruch attah Adonai, Rofeh ha-cholim – We praise You, O God, Healer of the sick.

Condolences 
May Their Memory Be a Blessing
Frances Daitch, mother of Alison Cohen 
Rubin Farhi, father of Dr. Moshe Farhi
Aziza Friedman, sister of Seemah Feldberg
Beth Goodman, goddaughter of Marcia Grobman-Patane
Lawrence Greenberg, husband of Sunni Greenberg  
Denise Gurnil, friend of Lynn Ferman 
Marilyn Lebowitz, mother of Richard Lebowitz
Bernard Weinstein, father of Michael Weinstein
Judy Weinstein, mother of Brian Govier
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Donations 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Michael Yasuna, in memory of loved ones
Ali & Brian Govier, in memory of Judy Weinstein
Matthew & Claudia Needle, in honor of their son, Daniel’s, naming
Barbara Lebowitz, in memory of Marilyn Lebowitz

Yahrzeit Fund
Dianne & Raymond Ellenson, in memory of Harry Ellenson and Simon Deyong
Beth & Louis Eisenberg, in memory of Eileen Eisenberg
Alisa Adler, in memory of Daniel Caplan
Lynn Ferman, in memory of Jerry Ferman and Myles Saul
Rhona & Carl Altomari, in memory of Phyllis Rubin
Tamara Dunn & John Caola, in memory of George Dunn and Madelynne Dunn
Robert & Francine Follick, in memory of Diana Elicofon
Jill & Joshua Cohen, in memory of Jeffrey Cohen
Melissa Sandel, in memory of Mae Lifschitz
Alaine & Arthur Green, in memory of Samuel Green
Philip & Adrian Kleinman, in memory of loved ones

Rabbi Stephen Pinsky Education Fund
Carol & Paul Leiman & Family, in memory of Leon L. Kramer

General Fund
Sheila Tenenblatt, in honor of grandson’s wedding, Andrew Rabin to Jenna Cohen
Seemah Feldberg, in memory of sister, Aziza Friedman
Max Whitney
Marjorie & Laurence Zauder
Irene Warten, Misheberach prayers for Gabi Bar-Ziv
Danielle & Evan Cohen, in honor of Bryce’s Bar Mitzvah

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Andrea Harris, in honor of Cantor Rachel
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SOPHIA MITCHELL 
Sophia Mitchell will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 
December 3, 2022. Sophia has grown up at Temple Beth Torah since 
her family moved to Wellington when she was 4. Sophia enjoys 
spending time with her dogs, Bella and Chewbacca, the many horses 
she has come to know through her equestrian pursuits, and her friends. 
Sophia will be celebrating her Bat Mitzvah with her mom Jenn and 
step-dad Dan, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and friends and relatives 
from near and far.  

Mazel Tov!

Mazel Tov to Emily Toole on her Bat Mitzvah!

ELI  MATTHEW GRAVE DE PERALTA
Eli Matthew Grave de Peralta, son of Stephanie and Roger Grave de Peralta, 
will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, December 17, 2022. 
Eli is a 7th grade honor student at Wellington Landings Middle School. He 
enjoys reading a good book, coding computer programs, and competing in 
academic games at the county, state, and national levels. Eli will be joined 
on this special day by his parents, siblings Gavin and Ava, grandparents, 
and many cherished family and friends from near and far.

GILLIAN GOODMAN 
Gillian will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on November 
12, 2022. She is a seventh grader in the Arts Program at Western 
Pines Middle School. Gillian is a loving and helpful sister to her two 
younger siblings, Mason and Nora. Gillian enjoys writing, drawing and 
technology in her free time. As he family, we are so proud of all her 
accomplishments and know she has a bright future. Mazel Tov, Gillian! 
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We began the new year with a Kick Off Challah Baking in the Round and a discussion on making Shalom 
in the Bayit by creating a sacred space and ridding ourselves of “stuff.”  Thank you to Susan Skantar for 
her baking talents and to Amy Bergman for her wonderful presentation on creating a peaceful space 
within the home.

Our calendar of events has been modified, as we can’t predict Mother Nature who has already modified 
our October plans.  In November we have the annual Temple Picnic on the 6th and on the 9th Sisterhood 
will be sponsoring a program on addiction in the Jewish Community in cooperation with Jewish Family 
Services.  The JFS program will be on Zoom to allow people to listen and speak in the privacy of their 
own homes. The flyer will provide you with the details.  December 10, in conjunction with Brotherhood, 
we will have our annual Latkes & Vodka event to celebrate Hanukkah. Linda and Arthur Howard will 
graciously open their home to us for the fun event.  I encourage each of you to attend; it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to mingle and get to know one another.

January 11 will be our paid-up membership dinner (you must be a member to come). We will be doing 
this at Ocean’s One in the Costco Shopping Center on Southern Boulevard.  We will do our traditional 
“Pound Auction” to raise money for the YES Fund of the Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ). March 
5 is the Purim Carnival and on March 8 we will be doing a women’s Chocolate Seder.  April 12 we will 
host a program to celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut.  On April 16 the temple will be having a Mitzvah Day and 
Sisterhood has chosen to collect toiletries, underwear and socks to provide to those in need.  In May 
we would like to think “out of the box” and offer a program outside of our temple walls; please contact 
me if you have any ideas!

For all that the Sisterhood Board has planned we will need volunteers and support from our 
membership so we are successful in our mission. YOU, our members, are the key to growth, knowledge 
and the perpetuation of Judaism.  Join me today by agreeing to help with one of the programs above, 
by joining our chapter of Sisterhood and by attending programs and events.  We need each and every 
one of you, let your voice be heard!

Marcia Weber
Sisterhood President  

     TEMPLE BETH TORAH

Sisterhood
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
     

Temple Beth Torah Sisterhood 

Invites you to our 

Sisterhood Shabbat 
February 22, 2019  7 PM 

 

                                                                           
  

We would love for you to participate! Take part in our service, bake a special dessert, or 
help set up for our special evening. 

Donations of nonperishable food items (for local food bank) and to Mazon being collected. 

 

Please RSVP to Marcy Samuels 561-386-5565 or marcysamuels575@gmail.com 

By February 15, 2019 

      Our Service Theme: 
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Shana Tovah! September and the summer are far behind us in our rear view 
mirror. At the High Holy Days, Marcy Samuels made the plea for our members 
to get involved.  Brotherhood and Sisterhood are here for the members and the 
community. It is up to you if we are a successful organization, and it is up to you to 
be sure to attend and pay your Brotherhood dues ($54.00).  Please go online now 
and make that payment for yourself or your spouse at  www.tbtbrotherhood.com.

This past High Holy Days, you might have noticed some of our members in the parking lot directing 
traffic, making sure our families are safe. Thanks to the members of the Brotherhood for helping. 
On Sunday Oct 6th Brotherhood worked on building our Sukkah. We hosted a Monday night football 
kickoff at Bonefish Mac’s in September at which we had 16 attendees that we shared the evening 
with. We know you are out there so please come and join in. 

We are well underway in our planning, and it looks like it is going to be a fun year! 
Here are some things that Brotherhood has planned:

Note the sporting events this year will be in cooperation with other area temples, and the FMJC. 
These are ways to help us continue to offer fun and active events for the temple Brotherhood and 
families. 

Don’t wait, if you have not signed up for Brotherhood already, please make sure to register at 
www.tbtbrotherhood.com and go to the Pay Dues link on the site to get started. 

As you can see the Brotherhood has an extremely busy year and we want you to be part of it

Don’t hesitate to contact, Jay Singer, Vice President (216) 299-8807 or Joel Zaidspiner, President 
(917) 771-3936 for more information.  We look forward to meeting you!

Brotherhood Executive Committee
Joel Zaidspiner, Jay Singer, Paul Gaba, Roger Grave de Peralta

TBT Brotherhood

Date Time Event Location

Sunday, November 6th 9:00AM Brotherhood Meeting At Temple

Sunday, November 6th Noon Temple Picnic Loxahatchee Groves Park (Southern Blvd.)

Sunday, December 4th 9:00 AM Brotherhood Meeting At Temple

Saturday, December 10th 7:00 PM Latkes & Vodka Night Home of Arthur and Linda Howard

Sunday, December 21st 7:00 PM Jewish Heritage Night
Devils vs. Panthers

FLA Live Arena (Sunrise)
With Other Temples
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CHAI SCHOOL
FOR 8TH-9TH GRADERS

September 7, 21

October 2 (Sunday), 12, 26

November 9, 30

December 12, 18 (Sunday), 21

January 11, 25

February 3 (Friday), 22

March 8, 29

April 19

May 3

∙ Hands-On Activities

∙ Social Justice Initiatives

∙ Earn Certification

∙ Be a Part of a Community

∙ Earn Service Hours

 

$80/school year for TBT members

$25/quarter for non members

Pre-registration required. Contact us at 561-793-2700 
or office@templebethtorah.net

Wednesdays 7-8PM (unless otherwise noted)

at Temple Beth Torah in Wellington
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I N T E R F A I T H
 

j o i n  u s  f o r
st. peter 's  united methodist church

&
temple beth torah's

Thanksgiving Service

Wednesday, November 16 at 6:30pm 

St. Peter's UMC
12200 W Forest Hill Blvd., Wellington

(561) 793-5712
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Latke 
Sale

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL LATKE SALE

Name: 

Phone Number:

Number of Boxes (2 Dozen per Box): 

Total Amount Due:   $ 

Payment:   Check Attached   Shul Cloud

NO MUSS, NO FUSS!
Frozen, Easy-to-Serve Latkes for All of Your Holiday Celebrations

$18.00 for a Box of 2 Dozen

ALL ORDERS ARE DUE BEFORE December 4th, 2022
Orders may be picked up via drive-thru on December 11th from 9 am – Noon 
during Shorashim

Please detach and mail to: Temple Beth Torah • 900 Big Blue Trace • Wellington, Florida 33414
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12300 Forest Hill Boulevard    561-791-4796    wellingtonfl.gov 

A Great Hometown... Let Us Show You!

October 3rd thru
November 11th

Now More Than Ever We Need You to Help Us
Make a Difference in Our Community!

WITH THE HELP OF 
WELLINGTON COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Holiday

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

• Wellington Community Center  • Wellington Professional Center
• Village Hall • Tennis Center • Village Park

DONATE FOOD ITEMS

DROP OFF LOCATIONS

• Instant Mashed Potatoes
• Cranberry Sauce
• Corn Bread Muffin Mix
• Canned Vegetables (Green Beans, Peas, Corn, Sweet Potatoes)

• Packaged Stuffing (Stuffing Mix)
• Turkey Gravy 
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Please Support Our 
Sponsors
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Cemetery Plots

$1800 Pre-Need
$2300 Time of Need

(Prices are less than purchasing directly from 

the funeral home or cemetary). 

Contact the Temple Beth Torah Office at 
(561) 793-2700 to discuss your needs.

Plots are located within Star of David 

Clergy & Staff
Temple Beth Torah
900 Big Blue Trace
Wellington, FL 33414
Phone: 561.793.2700
Fax: 561.793.1072
Email: office@templebethtorah.net
Website: templebethtorah.shulcloud.com

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 9 am – 5 pm
Friday: 9 am – 4 pm

Rabbi Andrew Rosenkranz
rabbi@templebethtorah.net

Rabbi Emeritus Stephen H. Pinsky
shpeep@comcast.net

Cantor Rachel Slusky
Cantor & Director of Education
cantor@templebethtorah.net

Marcy Samuels
President
president@templebethtorah.net

Sandy Wilensky
Preschool Director
psdirector@templebethtorah.net

Meredith Hirschberg
Administrative Assistant
office@templebethtorah.net

Sherri Kratenstein
Administrative Assistant
psadmin@templebethtorah.net

Nisaury Tejeda
Bookkeeper
accounting@templebethtorah.net

Vicki Ward
Youth and Synagogue Engagement 
Coordinator
engage@templebethtorah.net

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
SPONSOR OF THE SHALOM?

Email coordinator@templebethtorah.net to get started!

Rates for fiscal year 2022-2023:

• Large Ad for 1 Year = $1.080

• Small Ad for 1 Year = $540

• Special Announcement for 1 Issue = $180


