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Our words and 
actions always have 
consequences. God 
has equipped us with 
the gift of language, 
and a mind to discern 
what our words and 
actions might mean 
to other people.  We 
can’t help but make 
an impression on 
others any time we 
speak or interact 
with each other.

On Rosh Hashanah, 
it’s traditional to 

read the akeidah (or “the binding” of Isaac), performed 
by his father, Abraham.  Genesis 22 explains how God 
seeks to “test” Abraham by having him sacrifice his 
son Isaac to the Almighty.  Abraham immediately 
takes two servants, along with his son, and sets out 
on a three-day journey before God shows Abraham 
the place where the sacrifice is to take place.

One can only imagine what the group must have 
been thinking during those three days.  Torah tells us 
almost nothing about what was discussed.  Abraham, 
normally a vocal advocate for himself, his family 
and God, remains mostly silent.  We hear nothing 
from his son Isaac until the end of the trek, when he 
questions his father about the location of the sheep 
and the flint to make what he assumes is going to be 
an animal sacrifice.  There is no dialogue from the 
servants, either.

Moreover, one can assume that Abraham never told 
his wife, Sarah, what he was about to do.  Sarah, 
herself a strong personality, never speaks up in 
protest, signifying that she knew nothing about God’s 
plans for her favored son.  Nor does Abraham protest 
the plan to God, although he notably protested on 
behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah when God revealed 
that their citizens would die for acting immorally. 

After God stays Abraham’s hand, he and Isaac return 
home. Sarah is never mentioned again, until her 
death. Rabbi Joseph Telushkin points out that a 
close reading of the text suggests that the couple 

Messages From Our Leaders
never spoke to each other again.  Torah tells us that 
after the Akeidah, Abraham stayed in Beersheva, 
while days later Sarah died in Kiryat Arbah.  Abraham 
travelled there to bury his wife, indicating that the 
two were living apart when Sarah died.    

What was Abraham thinking in carrying out God’s 
plan?  While on the one hand he managed to save the 
life of his son, on the other hand he sacrificed the 
relationship he had with his wife!

Everything we say and do has an impact on other 
people.  Even in our everyday lives, this is axiomatic.  
The way we say “thank you” to the clerk, or the tone of 
our voice when we use when making an appointment 
on the phone to see a friend, or how we ask the lawn 
maintenance company to trim the hedges out front, 
all make an impact on others.

When it comes to family and close friends, choosing 
our words deliberately and with intention is even more 
vital.  In Abraham’s case, not choosing any words at 
all to say to Sarah was understandably impactful and 
sobering, since it seems they never spoke to one 
another again.

Many believe that we read the akeidah on Rosh 
Hashanah to help us understand how God demands 
our loyalty.  (However, what kind of God would ask a 
prophet to do such a thing?)

I think the message is a different one.  Perhaps the 
story’s meaning is to impress upon us how critical and 
fragile relationships can be if we choose to become 
cavalier in our words and actions. 

This Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, as we evaluate 
our lives and our communications with one another, 
let’s think about the impact we may have had on our 
loved ones by sometimes saying something we didn’t 
mean, or by forgetting to do something that caused 
damage to the relationship.

After all, just as words and actions can hurt or destroy 
relationships, words and actions can also help bring 
people back together.

L’shalom,

Rabbi

FROM THE RABBI ’S DESK 
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To write or perform 
music requires a 
canvas of silence. 
Getting to silence is 
no small challenge. 
Many well-known 
creators in history 
have sought methods 
to draw upon the 
inspiration that lives 
inside them, all while 
maintaining a busy 
life filled with mental 
chatter that gets in 
the way of their art. 

With the High Holy 
Days approaching, sometimes our personal worlds 
make it harder to bring on positive changes. We read, 
“On Rosh Hashanah it is written and on Yom Kippur 
it is sealed.” We will soon seal the books of our lives 
written over the past year as we reflect back on our 
promises and deeds. We are commanded to hear the 
sounds of shofar so that we may awaken from our 
spiritual slumber. After we hear the shofar’s cry, the 
silence beforehand becomes deafening and what 
happens after is up to us.

I enjoy thinking about different musical creators of 
history and how they accessed what was coming from 

within. For Johann Sebastian Bach it was a constant 
flow of inspiration that he systematically expressed 
through his work as a composer. 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a wild genius from 
the earliest days of his life. He knew nothing but 
creating. His pull towards divine inspiration took 
away his ability to function in the regular world as he 
was always chasing what was inside of his head. It 
was said of Mozart that his creativity was so profound 
it was like an angel or a magical bird whispering the 
music into his ear. 

The happy medium of the two geniuses lived in 
Ludwig van Beethoven. Beethoven struggled with 
composition because he would constantly revise his 
musical ideas. That in combination with his deafness 
meant that he had to work so painstakingly hard 
to get his ideas out. However, when you look at his 
finished compositions, the ideas are so inspired and 
to the level of anything that had been created before 
by Bach or Mozart. 

We seek a balance of divine inspiration, systematic 
work ethic, and being grounded in reality. What we 
love about the shofar is its inspiration from an outside 
source. A beautiful yet piercing call on the canvas of 
silence. May it call to us this high holiday season and 
put us back on track to living our most fulfilling lives. 
Shanah Tovah!

A FEW NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR
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We are entering a new year of learning and growing together. The holiday 
season is upon us and the temple is all abuzz planning, organizing, and 
getting ready for these Days of Awe. If you can volunteer a bit with 
mailings, making calls, or ushering for services please reach out to the 
temple or me. Your time and energy given to our family of families is 
greatly appreciated.

Our school year has begun and the children look forward to a year of 
learning and experiencing with their peers. Cantor Rachel and Rabbi 
Rosenkranz have been working hard to bring an enriching curriculum to 
Shorashim. Our preschool has been welcoming students and teachers 
to a fun filled year of activities.

Being a part of a temple family takes everyone to pitch in where they 
can. Making phone calls, volunteering when your children have functions, ushering for the High Holy Days, or 
checking in people at events are examples of the volunteering opportunities we offer. Nothing is too small 
to help out your temple family.

Wishing a happy and healthy new year to you and your families.

L’shana Tova,

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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On the heels of a 
very successful 
eight-week summer 
camp, the preschool 
opened its doors 
for our 33rd school 
year on Monday, 
August 22.   Excited 
children, bursting 
with energy, were 
ready to explore their 
new classrooms to 
learn and play. The 
children and our 
preschool staff are 

settling into their new routines, making & renewing 
friendships, and delving into the different learning 
opportunities provided in each classroom. 

Even before the first day of school, parents and 
children alike were ushered into the new school 
year with care. Our annual back to school Parent 
Orientation/Curriculum Night was held in-person on 
August 18.  We welcomed preschool parents eager to 
learn about our school’s curriculum and programming. 
The highlight of the orientation evening is always the 
first meeting between the parents and their child’s 
new teachers.  Before classes begin, we introduce 
and discuss our curriculum and answer all questions. 
Partnership with our preschool families is the 
precursor to building strong relationships with the 
children. The following morning, we welcomed the 
children and parents for a brief visit to the classrooms 
to become acquainted with their teachers and to see 
their old and new friends.

We have further opportunities to welcome new and 
returning parents on our school calendar.  This year 
we will bring back all our favorite programs, Family 
Fun Day, Man in My Life, Grandparents/Special 
Persons Day, Character Breakfast and more.  To 
ensure family communication, for the third year we 
will be using our Tadpoles® app to interact with them. 
In addition to touchless sign in and out, teachers send 
daily reports complete with curriculum progress 
(and pictures when possible). This has proven to be 
a very effective way to keep communication flowing 

between families and teachers. We also continue 
our Adopt-a-Class Fundraiser, enabling families to 
make personal contributions to additional classroom 
materials and equipment from our teacher “Wish 
Lists.”  This project enables families to become 
part of the learning process in each classroom.  We 
appreciate the many families already participating 
in Adopt-a-Class and welcome all families to do so 
throughout the school year.  

Oriented and ready to go, our 2, 3 and 4-year-old 
classes all kicked off the year with age-appropriate 
curriculum units focusing on new beginnings, 
friendship, self and family. These units are a natural 
segue into our birthday of the world unit and the 
lessons of sharing traditional foods (apples & honey) 
and hand-made challah with family and friends, 
all of which embrace the themes and teachings of 
the approaching High Holidays. The High Holidays 
provide a living curriculum of exploring and sharing 
Jewish traditions and important observances.  We 
look forward to the Rosh Hashanah tradition of 
tashlich being experienced by the PreK children, as 
they learn about being reflective and making good 
choices, even in their own day to day situations. All 
the children will also enjoy a visit from the Shofar 
Factory as we usher in the new year, preschool style.

As you can see, we are already off to a great start 
this year.  With sincere appreciation to our current 
and alumni families for their ongoing referrals to 
our program, many of our current preschool classes 
are full. We are now actively recruiting qualified 
individuals to open an additional classroom.  If 
you know someone looking for a great teaching 
opportunity, please contact me directly at 
psdirector@templebethtorah.net or 561.793-2649.
    
On behalf of the entire preschool staff and my family, 
I wish you and your family a happy, healthy new year!

L’Shanah Tovah,
  
Sandy Wilensky

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

CHECK OUT THE NEXT PAGE TO SEE HOW 
MUCH FUN WE ARE HAVING IN PRESCHOOL!
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Misheberach
Mi shebeirach avoteinu
M’kor hab’racha l’imoteinu
May the source of strength,
Who blessed the ones before us,
Help us find the courage to make our lives a blessing,
And let us say, Amen.

Mi shebeirach imoteinu
M’kor habrachah l’avoteinu
Bless those in need of healing with r’fuah sh’leimah,
The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit,
And let us say, Amen

Gary Feldman, Florence Bernfeld, Joan Kowohl (pronounced Cole), Philip Solodkin, 
Bernard Albert, Marc Blecher, Craig Kreisler, Lynn Levy, Arnold Beinhacker, Gordon Roschko, 
Wayne Steven Resnick, Frank Hermann, Jon Waxman, Anita Hurwitz,  Li Siegel, Rena Bonk, 
Alan & Carole Sternlieb, Fran Silverman, Elaine Wolkoff, Peter Patane, Shellie De La Rosa, 
Steven Kaye

Condolences 
May Their Memory Be a Blessing
Judy Weinstein, mother of Brian Govier
Aziza Friedman, sister of Seemah Feldberg
Denise Gurnil, friend of Lynn Ferman
Marilyn Lebowitz, mother of Richard Lebowitz
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Donations 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Marcia Grobman-Patane & Peter Patane, in memory of Rachel Sternlieb
Betty & Henry Brodie, in honor of Rabbi Rosenkranz
Aviva & Ben Kenagen
Francine & Stanley Schwartz, in memory of Morton Schwartz, Louis Schwartz & Anna Langfuss
Leon Nagler

Ruthe & Saul Blecher Educational Fund
Michele & Cary Blecher, in memory of Barbara Lee Fansicosi

Yahrzeit  Fund
Irene Warten, in memory of Kurt Warten
Irene Warten, in memory of Irene Rozenblat Smith
Susan & Gary Skantar, in memory of Alan Moses, George Skantar & Cecelia Skantar
Karen Eismann, in memory of loved ones
Michael Yasuna, in memory of loved ones
Marcia & Scott Weber, in memory of Faye Harris
Seemah Feldberg, in memory of Gina Feldberg
Melissa Sandel, in memory of Jason Sandel
Paul Gaba, in memory of Leonard Gaba

General Fund
Reva Feldman, in memory of Irv Hurwitz
Irene Warten, in memory of Sara Zak
Myra Goodman, in memory of Irene Graff
Stanley Levin

High Holy Day Flowers
Marcia & Scott Weber



10Temple Beth Torah | 900 Big Blue Trace | Wellington, Florida 33414 | (561) 793-2700

September & October 2022

Mazel Tov!
MAXWELL BORRELLO 
Max has been attending Temple Beth Torah 
since he was 3 years old. He loves basketball, 
his cats, and his family, although not 
necessarily in that order! Max has a huge heart 
and it’s evident by his need to help others.

TiBToFTY Senior
TV GAME NIGHT!
Thursday, September 8
6:30 – 8 pm

TiBToFTY Junior
CHALLAH MAKING
Thursday, September 15
6:30-8 pm

Mazel Tov to Leilani Mishkin on her Bat Mitzvah!

Mazel Tov to Teddy Sheinkin on his Bar Mitzvah!

BRODY LEVIN 
Brody Levin, son of Jenny and Stephen Levin, will be called to the Torah as 
a Bar Mitzvah on August 27, 2022. Brody grew up in the temple starting at 
just 15 months old in Play & Learn classes. It was there where he created 
very special friendships that still exist today. As an 8th grade honor 
student at Polo Park Middle School, Brody is very involved with in-school 
and out-of-school activities. In school, Brody is a proud member of the 
National Junior Honor Society and looks forward to becoming more 
involved in his community. Out of school, Brody enjoys playing basketball 
with his friends at the Wellington Recreational Center. Brody will be 
celebrating his bar mitzvah with his parents, two older siblings, Jordonna and Chase, grandparents and 
friends and relatives from near and far. Brody is excited for this very special time in his life!
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Selichot at Temple Beth Torah

High Holy Day 
“sweet” refreshments 

will be served!

Saturday, September 17
 Service at 6:00 PM 

Movie and Discussion 
Immediately following at 7:00 PM 

“Gentleman’s Agreement”

Temple Beth Torah · 900 Big Blue Trace, Wellington, FL 33414 · (561) 793-2700

Please rsvp to office@templebethtorah.net
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CHAI SCHOOL
FOR 8TH-9TH GRADERS

September 7, 21

October 2 (Sunday), 12, 26

November 9, 30

December 12, 18 (Sunday), 21

January 11, 25

February 3 (Friday), 22

March 8, 29

April 19

May 3

∙ Hands-On Activities

∙ Social Justice Initiatives

∙ Earn Certification

∙ Be a Part of a Community

∙ Earn Service Hours

 

$80/school year for TBT members

$25/quarter for non members

Pre-registration required. Contact us at 561-793-2700 
or office@templebethtorah.net

Wednesdays 7-8PM (unless otherwise noted)

at Temple Beth Torah in Wellington
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1 

 

 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5783                                                                                    
 

We are preparing for High Holy Days 5783 with a sense of excitement.  Please review the enclosed 
information. Our services are all livestreamed by going to our website (templebethtorah.net) and 
clicking on the StreamSpot screen.  

Schedule of Prayer 

Selichot…Saturday, September 17, 6:00 PM  

 
Erev Rosh Hashanah…Sunday, September 25, 7:00 PM 

Rosh Hashanah Morning…Monday, September 26, 10:00 AM   

Rosh Hashanah Family Service…Monday, September 26, 2:00 PM 

Recommended for children 12 years of age and younger 

Rosh Hashanah Second Day……Tuesday, September 27, 10:00 AM 

 
 

    Miriam’s Well…Sunday, September 18, 9 am - Noon (Ages Pre-K to 2nd graders) 

       
 

Time for Memorial...Thursday, September 29, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 

 

 
Shabbat Shuvah…Friday, September 30, 7:00 PM 
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Time for Memorial 

Temple Beth Torah, 900 Big Blue Trace, Wellington, FL 33414 

As we approach the Days of Awe, 
many of us begin to think about 
our close family and friends who 
are no longer with us, but once 
blessed us by being such an       
important part of our lives.  

During our “Time for Memorial” we invite you to come into 
the sanctuary and, before the open Ark, light a candle for 
your beloved, say the Mourner’s Kaddish and offer personal 
prayers. 

  September 29, 2022 
Anytime between 10:00 am      

and 6:00 pm 
Temple Beth Torah Sanctuary 
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Cemetery Plots

$1800 Pre-Need
$2300 Time of Need

(Prices are less than purchasing directly from 

the funeral home or cemetary). 

Contact the Temple Beth Torah Office at 
(561) 793-2700 to discuss your needs.

Plots are located within Star of David 

Clergy & Staff
Temple Beth Torah
900 Big Blue Trace
Wellington, FL 33414
Phone: 561.793.2700
Fax: 561.793.1072
Email: office@templebethtorah.net
Website: templebethtorah.shulcloud.com

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 9 am – 5 pm
Friday: 9 am – 4 pm

Rabbi Andrew Rosenkranz
rabbi@templebethtorah.net

Rabbi Emeritus Stephen H. Pinsky
shpeep@comcast.net

Cantor Rachel Slusky
Cantor & Director of Education
cantor@templebethtorah.net

Marcy Samuels
President
president@templebethtorah.net

Sandy Wilensky
Preschool Director
psdirector@templebethtorah.net

Meredith Hirschberg
Administrative Assistant
office@templebethtorah.net

Sherri Kratenstein
Administrative Assistant
psadmin@templebethtorah.net

Nisaury Tejeda
Bookkeeper
accounting@templebethtorah.net

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
SPONSOR OF THE SHALOM?

Email coordinator@templebethtorah.net to get started!

Rates for fiscal year 2022-2023:

• Large Ad for 1 Year = $1.080

• Small Ad for 1 Year = $540

• Special Announcement for 1 Issue = $180


