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Messages from our Leaders

From the Rabbi's Desk
By Rabbi Andrew Rosenkranz

The climax of every communal worship
experience in Judaism includes the Sh’ma. It
declares the Oneness of God, and how we
should bless God’s name: Sh’ma Yisrael,
Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai Echad! Hear, O
Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One!
Rabbi Harvey J. Fields, in his book B’Chol
L’Vavcha: With All Your Heart, explains how
the Sh’ma became the most recognizable
prayer in Judaism.
With the birth of Judaism, a new idea of
God was introduced to the world. Judaism
taught that there was one God and that God
was the Creator of everything - therefore, the
Creator of every human being and all
peoples. This idea meant that no matter
what a man or woman’s language, or land, or
nation was, he or she was related to all
people. Since God was the creator of all
people, that meant that all were brothers
and sisters.
Throughout Jewish history, this primary
tenet of Judaism is oft-repeated in our
prayers, at our weddings and funerals and
during our holidays. Klein mentions the
prophet Malachi, who declared, “Have we not
all one Source? Has not one God created us?”
Disparate treatment of people is
unacceptable in Jewish tradition. Each of us
may identify ourselves by our nationality, or
the color of our skin, our sexual orientation,
or our religion. But among all the different
nationalities and languages we speak, and
among all the traditions and customs we
ascribe to, the

ascribe to, the Sh’ma is a reminder that
everyone is equal and “one” in the eyes of
God.
The Sh’ma is also a statement that
reminds us of how we share all of the
attributes of being a human being. One
doesn’t have to think too hard of the
commonalities of humankind. We all express
emotions. When a loved one dies, we mourn.
When we stop to observe the natural
beauties of our world, its wonderment
speaks to all of us. Seeing someone we love
after an extended absence fills our hearts
and brings tears to our eyes.
Each night when I go to bed, I say the
Sh’ma in my head. It relaxes me and reminds
me that despite all the cruelty and
inequalities in our world, God is still the One
that unites all of us.
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A Few Notes from the Cantor
By Cantor Rachel Slusky

“Dreaming, after all, is a form of planning.” –
Gloria Steinem.

I think one of our greatest gifts is the ability
to imagine. Imagination and hope go hand in
hand. Too much imagination is fantasy, and
hope without imagination makes progress
difficult. The right balance of imagination and
hope leads to a better future. We must see
beyond what was created for us to help us
redesign our world.
This repairing and redesigning of the world
refers not only to the natural and physical
world but also to the relationships between all
people. Even if we may be at odds with our
fellow
person,
hopeful,
intentional
imagination
can
lead
to
greater
understanding. This does not mean blind
following of unacceptable rhetoric or
behaviors. Rather, it challenges us to pursue
Tikkun Olam. At Temple Beth Torah, we are
using our imaginations. We ask ourselves,
“How might we build the most true and
beautiful community we can fathom?”

Education and the next generation are
central to our tradition. Over the last year, we
asked a select group of parents of children in
the religious school, soaking up all they
shared, “What are your hopes and dreams for
your
children?”
When
these
parents
considered what their world-changing answers
might be, one answer was shared time and
time again – “to instill in them strong critical
thinking skills.”
Since we don’t see our
religious school students for more than one
three-hour block per week, making a
connection is even more important. The need
for our community’s children to learn through
the framework of Jewish values and the lens of
our tradition is as important now as it ever
was.

How to question the world around us,
How to create a lasting faith in ourselves, and
How to respond to beliefs that go against our
own.

How might we innovate throughout our
entire congregation so that our visions may
come true? It is up to all of us, especially the
young learners at Temple Beth Torah, to use
critical thinking skills whenever possible when
we are confronted with challenges in the
world. Through this, we can actively dream
and create a world we want to live in.
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A Message from our President
By Marcy Samuels

The summer is upon us and many of you are busy with
planned vacations and your children enrolled in summer
camp. Enjoy each moment and make lots of memories.
Although these days are hot, we find many cool and
refreshing ways to spend our time with family, friends
and loved ones.
These days may not be as hectic and busy, but at the
temple things are abuzz with summer camp and planning
for the fall. This is the time of year we begin planning and
organizing for the High Holy Days and looking at our
calendar for the upcoming year. Your help and support as
we plan for all of our activities and services are important
to make a successful, productive, and fulfilling year for all.
When our board members reach out to you and ask for you to volunteer to help with an event,
make phone calls, or reach out to your friends to get them on board, I urge you to say yes. Our
temple is one big family and we cannot do all the wonderful things we have done in the past
and plan to do in the future without your support and help.
At our annual meeting it was great to see some of our members help to pass our new budget
for the fiscal year 2022/2023. A huge thank you to our finance committee and especially our
treasurer, Art Lichtman, for working hard to develop a budget we can work with and still stay
fiscally sound. Let’s show our finance committee we can come up with more ways to raise funds
to continue this pattern. We continue to look for grants to help fund various projects and
improvements to our physical space. Just like we age, it does too.
We wish all of our recently graduated seniors best of luck in college or their next adventures in
life. May all your goals come true.
Have a safe and healthy summer.
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A Message from our
Preschool Director
By Sandy Wilensky

We rounded out a complex school year
with an in-person graduation ceremony
followed by an outdoor party to celebrate our
25 PreK graduates. The children proudly
walked in to a packed house of family and
friends and lit up the sanctuary with strong
voices and great poise. It is always bittersweet
when we say goodbye to our graduates and
their families. We have shared so many
milestones with them. We are thrilled that
many of our graduates move on to the TBT
religious school, where we can enjoy watching
them continue to grow in our temple family!
Although school is out, excitement and
learning continue at our summer enrichment
camp. We kicked off the summer program
with our popular Wet & Wild week complete
with our new, colorful water slide in the
playground. Even the most hesitant campers
couldn’t resist the lure of trickling water as
they slid into the arms of preschool staff
waiting at the bottom to ensure a safe ride.
Our daily outside water play includes our own
“watch it flow” water table, water flow wall,
and sprinklers to keep the children
comfortable and entertained. Our sand tables,
sidewalk chalk, beach balls, and hula hoops
are also a hit with all the campers.
Miss Erica (Flip2Bfit Mobile Gymnastics)
provides weekly Music & Movement. Our own
Miss Cheryl changes it up with her weekly Play
Ball activities, and High Touch High Tech®
weekly science program inspires critical
thinking. This summer, we will host the Cooka-Doodle-Doo Petting Zoo for a farm animal
visit, Locomotion Theatre, weekly library time,

and an extraordinary magical adventure with
Mr. Eric. As a bonus for our regular campers,
our new and returning CITs lend a welcome
hand during our summer program. The
children love the teenagers, and the staff
really enjoy seeing many of our preschool
alumni age into camp CIT tasks! CITs also earn
community
service
hours
(and
new
babysitting opportunities). It’s a win-win for
all!
While we enjoy the summer months at camp,
planning is well underway for the new school
year. Registration for the 2022-2023 preschool
year is ongoing. If you know someone who
may be interested in any of our early
childhood education programs or who would
like a tour of our school, please call our direct
line at 793-2649 or email Sherri at
psadmin@templebethtorah.net. Some of our
age groups are already full thanks to the great
network of current and former preschool
families who refer their friends. We thank you
for all your support!
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I will again attend a Federation-sponsored job fair to recruit qualified new preschool staff this
month. As our enrollment continues to grow, our eyes are on the future opening of additional
classes.
You
may
be
just
whom
we
are
looking
for!
Call
or
email
psdirector@templebethtorah.net if you are interested or know someone who may be
interested in joining an awesome team of educators.
Have a safe and wonderful summer,
Sandy Wilensky, Preschool Director
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What's Happening at
Temple Beth Torah?
Brotherhood Update
By Joel Zaidspiner

As the Temple Beth Torah’s Brotherhood
President, I am happy to report that this year
was an amazing success, and we look forward
to all of the men at our temple joining us in
the upcoming year.
A few highlights from this year that you may
have missed:
We had a successful 17th Annual TBT
Brotherhood Golf Tournament on May 1,
2022 at the Wanderers Club in Wellington.
In addition to our continued support of
local causes, the tournament this year
honored the amazing volunteer work that
Todd Barron does for our Congregation.
This was a major success due to the
committee led by Marc Kratenstein and
Dr. Steven Miller.
On Thursday, May 5th (“Cinco de Mayo”)
we had a small gathering at Casa Tequila.
On May 20th, Brotherhood presented 10
students with our annual Rabbi Stephen
Pinsky Scholarship Awards to high school
graduates who submitted applications
and one lucky student received an
additional scholarship from The Alan
Marks Scholarship.
Our annual poker tournament, earlier in
the year, was also a huge success and we
appreciate everyone that played and
donated. Thank you to the amazing
efforts by Keith Epstein!

These are just a few of the events that we put
on during the year to raise funds for the kids
and temple.
As you can see, our TBT Brotherhood had an
extremely busy year and we want you to be
part of it. So, get up and come out and join
us! We hope to see you at our next meeting
in August!
Don’t hesitate to call Jay Singer (216) 2998807 or President Joel Zaidspiner (917) 7713936 for more information. We look forward
to meeting you!
Brotherhood Executive Committee
Joel Zaidspiner, Jay Singer, Paul Gaba, Roger
Grave de Peralta

Temple Beth Torah

Shalom Newsletter

July & August 2022

Sisterhood Update
By Marcia Weber

As Sisterhood prepares for the upcoming year this summer you are all welcome to
recommend any programs, social action causes, or other events that you would like to see us
involved in this coming year. We are a wonderful group of women whose mission is to
support the temple, our children, and educate ourselves. We need each woman at the temple
to join us, to enable us to reach our financial commitment to the temple, our spiritual and
educational growth, and to strengthen our own Jewish connection in the western
communities.
As president of this chapter, it is my hope that you will join in and help lead us into the new
year. This past year we were able to meet in person after a two-year hiatus and look forward
to more programming, more events, and greater involvement going forward. We have so
much to be grateful for and hope that this summer affords you the opportunity to think
about what you can do for our Sisterhood chapter in the coming year.
I can be reached at 561-795-5808 or by email at Mweb795@gmail.com and hope that you will
share your best ideas and willingness to help us plan for the year ahead.
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Youth Group Update
By Mariah Martell

Hey TiBToFTY Sr. and TiBToFTY Jr.!
I am so excited to see all of you in August as we kick off the year with new events
and memories to make! This summer, we were hard at work revamping the youth
lounge, and I cannot wait for everyone to see it.
We will kick off the 2022-2023 year with a field day on August 14th for all teens and
their families. All new and returning TiBToFTY Sr. and TiBTOFTY Jr. teens are
welcome to attend. We will play various field day games, and lunch will be available
for all who attend.
From August 19th-20th, teens from all over Palm Beach and Martin Counties will
have a Shabbaton in Palm Beach Gardens. This special event will be with Israeli
teens visiting and is sure to be an event you do not want to miss. For any 11th and
12th graders interested in staying at the hotel for the Shabbaton, please reach out
at coordinator@templebethtorah.net. Saturday night, there will be a dance party
that all high school students are welcome to attend. As more information is
released, I will make sure it is shared with everyone.
If you have questions about TIBToFTY Sr. and TiBoFTY Jr., please contact Mariah
Martell at coordinator@templebethtorah.net. See you all real soon!
Mariah Martell
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Youth
August
7th: Teen Kick-Off @ 4:00 PM
21st: First Day of Shorashim @ 9:00 AM
28th: Shorashim @ 9:00 AM
28th: Shorashim Open House @ 9:00 AM
28th: Confirmation Class @ 10:30 AM

Preschool
August
5th: Last Day of Camp
18th: Parent Orientation @ 7:00 PM
19th: Child Visitation @ 9:00 AM
22nd: First Day of Preschool

Synagogue
July
13th: Lunch & Learn @ 12:00 PM
20th: Sisterhood Meeting @ 7:00 PM
25th: Books To Keep @ 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
26th: Books To Keep @ 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
27th: Books To Keep @ 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
27th: Lunch & Learn @ 12:00 PM
28th: Books To Keep @ 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
29th: Books To Keep @ 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

In the Community
July
13th: Adulting 101 Series: Who Are Your
People? @ 5:30 PM
- Location - The Butcher Shop
To register for Adulting 101 click here.

August
5th: Olympia Shabbat @ 5:00 PM
17th: Intro to Judaism Class @ 6:00 PM
24th: Intro to Judaism Class @ 6:00 PM
26th: Welcome Back Shabbat @ 7:00 PM
31st: Intro to Judaism Class @ 6:00 PM

August
4th: Adulting 101 Series: Who Are Your People?
@ 5:30 PM
- Location - O'Shea's Irish Pub
To register for Adulting 101 click here.

19th-20th: Teen Shabbaton
20th: Teen Dance @ 8:30 PM
To Register for teen events click here.
For more information on events, visit
www.jewishpalmbeach.org
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Mazel Tov
Mazel tov: Bryce Cohen on your
Bar Mitzvah!
Bryce Ashton Cohen was born in Westminster, Maryland, on
June 10, 2009. His parents, Danielle and Evan lived, there as
his Dad was in the US Navy and was stationed in the D.C.
area. He has three sisters, Elaina, Malia, and Brianna. For a
young man, he is well-traveled and has lived in Maryland and
Key West, and moved to Wellington in 2016. His interests
include piano and tumbling, but his passion is Lego. His
favorite past-times are swimming in his pool and of course,
gaming. Bryce has a busy academic schedule and is enrolled
in a Coding course of study at Polo Park Middle School and
maintains a straight "A" average there. He wants to give a big
THANK YOU to his Grandparents, Parents, Rabbi and Cantor
for all their support during this process. He’s really enjoyed the preparation for his Bar Mitzvah,
getting to spend time, studying with his Grandfather, Joel, and is looking forward to partying after
services with his family and friends who are here to lend their support.

Mazel tov: Samantha Silverman
on your Bat Mitzvah!
On August 13, 2022, surrounded by family and friends,
Samantha will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.
Samantha was born in the US Virgin Islands, where she spent
her time sailing, snorkeling, and playing at the beach. Since
moving to Florida in 2017 she has thrived, working hard to
develop her skills as an artist and a volleyball player.
Samantha attends Polo Park Middle School where she is an
honor roll student. She’s a wonderful and loving big sister to
her siblings, Jacob and Annabel, and her dog, Rosie.
Samantha brings tremendous joy to her family and we are
continually amazed by her.

Have something to celebrate? Send all mazel tov announcements to Mariah Martell at
coordinator@templebethtorah.net
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Misheberach
Mi Shebeirach Prayer
Merciful God, we pray to You for the recovery of those who are ill in the congregation and others who
are in our hearts.
Grant them renewed strength and confidence. Give wisdom and skill to those who help in healing. Help
all of us who share the anxiety of their illness to be brave and hopeful.
Inspire us with courage and faith, and grant Your blessing to all who call upon You.
Mi Shebeirach avoteinu, Avraham, Yitzchak v’Ya-akov – v’eemotaynu, Sara, Rivkah, Rachayl v’Leah
O God, who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah,
send your blessing to:
Gary Feldman, Florence Bernfeld, Joan Kowohl, Philip Solodkin, Bernard Albert, Dr. Meifang Zhou, Ellen
Neier, Carl Griwatch, Tom and Clare McClure, Steve Leacock, Mark Steinhoff, Marc Blecher, Craig
Kreisler, Lynn Levy, Arnold Beinhacker, Gordon Roschko, Wayne Steven Resnick, George Shapiro (Yosef
ben Yisrael), Frank Hermann, Jon Waxman, Anita Hurwitz, Li Siegel, Rena Bonk, David Strauss, Alan &
Carole Sternlieb
Have mercy upon them and graciously restore their health and their strength. Grant each of them a
Refuah Shleimah – a complete recovery – along with all others who are suffering.
Baruch attah Adonai, Rofeh ha-cholim – We praise You, O God, Healer of the sick.

Condolences
May their memory be a blessing:
Elmer David Marlin, father of Ken Marlin
Henry Goldberg, father of Robin Shecter
Dr. Robert Jacobson, father of Lori Warner
Donna Duelfer, mother of Stafani Eberhart
Marvin Bernfeld, uncle of Cheryl Herrman
Robert Goldberg, uncle of Cheryl Herrman
Roni Buxbaum, mother of Matthew Buxbaum
Beth Goodman, goddaughter of Marcia Grobman-Patane
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Donations
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
In honor of Jack Silverstein’s Bar Mitzvah
Taryn & Daniel Silverstein
In honor of Jack Silverstein’s Bar Mitzvah
Bryna Laurie Engelsberg & Alan Herzlin
In honor of Nathan Mosquera's Bar Mitzvah
The Mosquera & Baumgard Families
In honor of Daniel Goldberg's Bar Mitzvah
Hadar Goldberg
In honor of Cantor Rachel Slusky
J. David Naperstek
In honor of Cantor Rachel Slusky
Debra & Todd Barron
In honor of Cantor Rachel Slusky
Andrea Harris
Jay Bernfeld
Carole & Arnold Bergman Youth Group Fund
Melanie Rosenzweig
General Fund
Janice Pliskow
Rachel & Brian Bausch
In honor of the the TBT high school graduates
Earlene & Eric Bakerman
In memory of Irving Rapoport
Marcia & Scott Weber
In memory of Dr. Robert Jacobson, father of Lori Warner
Michele & James Banker
In honor of the engagement of Julie Weber to Dylan Shean
Meredith Hirschberg
Thank you to the clergy and the Caring Committee for their
best wishes on the engagement of Julie Weber to Dylan Shean
Marcia & Scott Weber
In honor of the birth of Emmet Weber
Barbara Nussbaum
In honor of the birth of Hayden Ryan Torrance
Robin & Eric Forti
In honor of Debra & Todd Barron
Shelley Goodman
Leonie Arguetty Preschool Scholarship Fund
In honor of birth or Emmet Weber
Melissa Sandel
Memorial Plaques
In memory of Esther Hellner & Hyman Emanuel Hellner
Francine & Stanley Joseph

Rabbi Pinsky Education Fund
In honor of 75th birthday of Hannah Kramer
Carol & Paul Leiman
In honor of grandson’s (Jack Leiman) Bar Mitzvah
Carol & Paul Leiman
In memory of mother of Rabbi & Mrs. Ori Clare
Carol & Paul Leiman
In memory of Jay Leiman
Carol & Paul Leiman
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of her beloved husband, Dr. Elliott Brody
Carol Brody
In memory of Dr. Robert Jacobson, father of Lori Warner
Dinah & Brian Mirson
In honor of Jack Silverstein’s Bar Mitzvah
Taryn & Daniel Silverstein
In honor of Nathan Mosquera's Bar Mitzvah
The Mosquera & Baumgard Families
In honor of Daniel Goldberg’s Bar Mitzvah
Hadar Goldberg
In memory of Marcus Block, Frances Block & Anne Shuster
Jane Shuster
Ruthe & Saul Blecher Memorial Education Fund
In honor of Bryce Blecher's Graduation
Elcilia & Frederic Kessler
Roz Sisle Education Enrichment Fund
In memory of Gerald Rosen
Anne S. Rubeinstein
Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Eli Bakerman
Earlene & Eric Bakerman
In memory of loved ones
Karen Eismann
In memory of Mollye R. Baratz
Sheila Tenenblatt
In memory of Jerome Roth
Sara & David Roth
In memory of Abraham Saldinger
Michael Yasuna
In memory of Renee Grossman, mother of Eileen Conan
and grandmother of Fredric Shernoff
Eileen & Bruce Conan
In memory of Abraham Saldinger
Michael Yasuna
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Yahrzeit Fund (cont.)
In memory of Marcia Friedman
Fredric Friedman
In memory of Jerry Seltzer & Nathan Markowitz
Lisa Seltzer
In memory of Henry Warten
Irene Warten
In memory of Morris Kleit & Sylvia Levenson
Cynthia & Stuart Kleit
In memory of Vivian F. Lucks
Karen Metzger
In memory of Robert Ellenson
Ray Ellenson
In memory of Silvia Green
Arthur & Alaine Green
In memory of Fred Strongin
Arthur & Alaine Green
In memory of loved ones
Carol & Alan Sternlieb
In memory of Barry Spector
Marilyn Spector
In memory of Barry Spector
Kevin Spector
In memory of loved ones
Earlene & Eric Bakerman
In memory of Abram Williams
Audrey & Charles Lipton
In memory of Asher J. Rabin & William Tenenblatt, M.D.
Sheila Tenenblatt
In memory of Harry Barron
Andrea Barron
In memory of Leonard Schwartz
Marcia & Peter Patane
In memory of Ava Gottlieb
Rena & Douglas Weigler
In memory of Rose Moinester
Deanna & Bernard Albert
In memory of Edith Katz
Irene Warten
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Please Support out Sponsors

Shelley Sandler

Diagnostic Centers of America

Focused on excellence, committed to patient care.

Halperin Law

Interested in being a sponsor of the Shalom? Email
coordinator@templebethtorah.net to get started!

Rabi Andrew Rosenkranz
rabbi@templebethtorah.net

Rates for Fiscal Year 2022-2023
Large Ad for 1 year = $1,080
Small Ad for 1 year = $540
Special Announcement for 1 issue = $180

Planning now for your family makes it easier for
them later.

Rabbi Emeritus Stephen H. Pinsky
shpeep@comcast.net

Cantor Rachel Slusky
Cantor & Director of Education
cantor@templebethtorah.net

Marcy Samuels
President
president@templebethtorah.net

Sandy Wilensky
Preschool Director
psdirector@templebethtorah.net

Mariah Martell
Youth & Synagogue Engagement Coordinator
Coordinator@templebethtorah.net

Meredith Hirschberg
Administrative Assistant
office@templebethtorah.net

900 Big Blue Trace Wellington, FL 33414

Sherri Kratenstein
Administrative Assistant
psadmin@templebethtorah.net

(561) 793-2700
office@templebethtorah.net
www.templebethtorah.net

Nisaury Tejeda
Bookkeeper
accounting@templebethtorah.net

