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The atrocities happening in the Ukraine is mind-boggling. Time and again
I hear from people with the same refrain: “I just can’t imagine anyone
having the ability to murder another human being.”
It’s hard to humanize a dictator’s cold heart. But it’s the reality of the
world in which we live, and what a world that is. Lenin, Hitler and
Mussolini immediately come to mind. So does bin Laden, Mao, and
Saddam Hussein. Most of us remember the last three. Some of us
remember all six.
Sages of Judaism long ago made a distinction between the “yetzer hatov,” or the good inclination, and the “yetzer hara,” or the evil inclination.
The yetzer ha-tov is supposed to be taught and embedded within the
psyche of a child by the time she hits maturity. If that doesn’t happen,
the child matures learning instead the yetzer hara.
Vladimir Putin is the embodiment of the yetzer hara. His cold face and icy stare betray the modern-day
stiffness of a Pharaoh who doesn’t see the flesh and blood of another human being equal among all
mankind and in the image of God.

Rabbi Stephen Wise, z’l, was a leader in the Reform movement during World War II. He was constantly
confronting America’s political leadership, including President Roosevelt himself, to get involved early
in the war to not only save the Jews of Germany and Europe, but to save the other millions of souls
who were about to become victims of the Nazi war machine.
Rabbi Wise practically begged Roosevelt to get involved in the war and do something to save the Jews,
but the President refused. He felt assured that level-headed minds in Germany would gather their
forces and replace Hitler with a new government.
That didn’t happen.
And it doesn’t appear likely that it’s going to happen to Putin either. It’s not that his grip on power is too
strong, although that’s part of it. It’s that his evil inclination, his yetzer hara, is as strong in his heart as
his fist is in waging war.
Indifference to suffering in the world is costly to the Jewish people. We expect of ourselves to be active
and vocal. It’s drilled into our psyche every holiday. Passover and Purim are just two reminders of how
vocal admonitions, coupled with acute strategic action, can save lives. It’s part of the fabric of being
Jewish in today’s world.
And the rest of the world expects activeness on behalf of the Jews as well – especially from the
Reform movement – because they have watched us stand up against authoritarianism for centuries,
no matter the cost. The Prophet Nathan did exactly this when admonishing King David for sending
Uriah to the front of the lines in an overt act of murder. Pointing at King David, Nathan didn’t mince
words when laying the blame for Uriah’s murder as he said to David, “You are the man!”
These months ahead are going to be defining for the North American Jewish movement once again.
As this war escalates, so will our moral responsibility as Jews.
At one of the meetings with Roosevelt and Jewish leaders, a rabbi offered this prayer: “O, God Lord of
Kings, blessed be Thy name that Thou bestowest a share of Thy glory upon the son of men."
It was reported that the President was clearly moved.
May we all pray for the peace of Ukraine.
L’shalom,
Rabbi

Cantor Rachel
Let me express my sincere gratitude for our Shorashim religious
school educators. Their distinct skills and personalities are
absolutely necessary to make our aims for Jewish education a
reality. Thank you, teachers!
As my first academic year with Temple Beth Torah draws to a close, I
am presented with a wonderful opportunity to share about the
future of education at Temple Beth Torah, and how we might
innovate for the future.
I’m pleased to share that our congregation was selected to
participate in Innovation Engine, a blend of cohort and personalized
learning in which we experiment with new models of Jewish
education, producing transformational change in synagogue
education. Innovation Engine is led by The Jewish Education Project
and is generously funded by the Jewish Federation of Palm Beach.
Innovation Engine (IE) is a well-tested and highly refined process
that provides the resources and support needed to introduce new
educational models in congregations. It is both a highly
individualized experience guided by a consultant, and
simultaneously offers the benefit of the wisdom and experience of
colleagues in the cohort, resulting in a collaborative process with a
lasting network of local thought partners. The congregation will
benefit from this initiative, as it advances my leadership skills and
helps us to further develop a culture of innovation in our community.
We are excited to begin to pilot a new model in the coming school
year. We will be in touch to share more about our plans as they
develop.
A highlight of the experience is working with the staff from The
Jewish Education Project. Based in New York, The Jewish Education
Project partners with communities around the country to inspire and
empower educators to create transformative Jewish experiences.
Although you might not SEE these things happening, please be
assured that they ARE, and change is in the making - change that
has been requested by you! Not just for our younger students, but
for learners throughout our congregation.
Federation has generously supported the participation of Temple
Beth Torah in Innovation Engine, investing in synagogue education,
in families, and in our children’s Jewish education. I am grateful to be
engaged in Innovation Engine this year so that I can improve the
experience of children and families throughout our community.
Cantor Rachel

A Message from our President

Spring of 2022 is gliding by so quickly. As we come to the close of
another fiscal year, we have seen many changes and adjustments along
the way. I am so appreciative of all of those congregants/volunteers
who have put their heart and soul into making our temple the best that it
can be during continuously rocky roads.
And with spring (and summer on the horizon!), we are beginning to see
our temple open up and refresh itself. Our in-person activities resume oneg Shabbats, as well as Seders. It has been wonderful to see so many
of our temple families participate and join in the fun. Our Purim carnival
and Gala were a true show of this; it was very successful and everyone
had an amazing time. Thank you to Stephanie Grave de Peralta, Eric
Forti, Michael Samurel, and Robin Kantor. We could not have done this
without your true dedication.
As you begin your summer activities, and as our youth graduate, please remember to stay in touch
with your temple family. Share your college-aged kids’ plans with us and the Rabbi so that we may
continue to be part of their lives into the future. Let the Rabbi know what camps your children will be
attending so that he may stay in touch with them throughout the summer.
Get involved in the planning and executing of temple life. Help out on a committee, volunteer, even the
simplest things like office assistance or helping to organize items in the temple is impactful. Help with
making phone calls or doing things from home – this is a great gift you can give back to the
congregation. Everyone makes a difference! Participation helps you to connect with your temple
family.
Having that special connection to a temple community gives you the support and strength we all need
day-to-day. We continue to be a family of families going from strength to strength.
B’shalom,
Marcy Samuels

At the end of most school years, I name all of the wonderful people who
have worked so hard to make the year a success, and publicly thank
them through this message. However, our pictures are worth a thousand
words and they best reflect the way that our children are lovingly taught.
While this thank you is a little less personal, it is no less sincere. I join all
of the smiling faces represented below in thanking our supportive
Temple Board, our inspiring clergy, and our dedicated administrative
staff for all they do on a daily basis to earn the smiles you see. The
world’s best teaching staff also deserves the thanks of everyone
associated with our kids! Even with the challenges of the pandemic, our
team of teachers have been able to provide a loving, authentic preschool
experience for the children, while maintaining a high-level of excellence
as a NAEYC accredited program. Our growing enrollment and great
reputation in the community is a testament to their hard work and
commitment to the children and families. This year we are also grateful for support from the Jewish
Federation of Palm Beach County, notably the Commission for Jewish Education which enhanced all
of our Judaic programming and staff development.
These are some of the fruits of their loving labors during school year 2021-2022:

And there’s more to come:

Registration for our Summer Enrichment Camp is underway. Look for popular themes this summer
such as, Water, Water Everywhere, Star Spangled Banner, Outer Space, A World of Color, and more as
we integrate STEM activities (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) in an environment of
fun. You can customize a camp program for your child by choosing 2-, 3- or 5-day a week programs,
for the full or half day. We will be accepting children ages 2- to 6-years-old to participate in our funfilled activities. Don’t wait too long to register. Many weeks are almost full! Refer a friend, and both

families will receive fifty percent off the camp registration fee.
Thank you again for another wonderful year!

Sandy

A Message From Our Brotherhood
As Temple Beth Torah Brotherhood vice president, it is my pleasure to let
you know what we have planned. The hope is that you will participate in
many (or all) of the events!
On Friday, May 20 at 7pm, TBT Brotherhood will present our annual Scholarship Awards to high
school graduates who have had their applications accepted. All graduating students that submitted
their paperwork will be receiving the Rabbi Pinsky High School Graduating Scholarship. One lucky
student will receive an additional scholarship from the Alan Marks Scholarship.
On behalf of The Brotherhood, we hope you will join us at some or all of the upcoming events. And
Super Bowl 2023 Raffle tickets are for sale here: http://www.tbtbrotherhood.com/sb.asp.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!
Joel Zaidspiner, President, 917.771.3936
Jay Singer, Vice President 216.299.8807
And the Brotherhood Executive Committee: Paul Gaba, Roger Grave de Peralta.

A Message From Sisterhood
Spring is here, and the women of Temple Beth Torah’s Sisterhood have been active by hosting a live
Women’s Seder featuring our very own Cantor Rachel Slusky. We read, sampled the traditional seder
offerings and danced around the room while singing Miriam’s Song! There were 20 women in

attendance, and we welcomed Ruth Eruklar as our newest member. By joining now, she is our first
official member for next year as well.
Sisterhood continues to provide for the temple as well with gifts for each Bar/Bat Mitzvah child. We
make an annual contribution of $2,000 to the general fund and sponsor other programs that the
temple asks of us. It is our hope that we continue to grow and avail ourselves of what the Women for
Reform Judaism National Organization has to offer. We invite you to do the same.
Regards,
Marcia Weber
President

What’s been happening with TiBToFTY?
TiBToFTY and TiBToFTY Jr. had a lot of fun this spring. It started with Purim where both groups had a
blast working the booths at the carnival. It was a lot of fun getting all of our future TiBToFTYites
excited!
TiBToFTY Jr. spent the day creating Really Big Games and then playing them. We used the temple tiles
to create a giant chess board. We utilized the social hall doors and made a great game of Battleship.
Connect Four was plastered on our wall. I don’t know which was more fun… making them or playing.
TiBToFTY and TiBToFTY Jr. Members had a Senior Send Off on May 19!

Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov: Nathan Mosquera on your Bar Mitzvah!
On May 7, 2022, Nathan Mosquera, son of proud parents Christopher
and Dara and older brother to Noah and Ella, was called to the Torah as
a Bar Mitzvah. Nathan was born in Chesapeake, Virginia and has also
lived in Miami and Plantation, Florida, and Houma, Louisiana due to his
father being in the U.S. Coast Guard. His family has finally settled down
in Wellington where Nathan is in seventh grade at Wellington Landings
Middle School. Outside of school, Nathan enjoys playing roller hockey
and has recently rejoined the Boy Scouts. He enjoys being outdoors,
whether going to the beach or hiking in the mountains. In his free time,
Nathan likes listening to all kinds of music, playing video games and
hanging out with friends. As the great-grandson of Rabbi Herbert Baumgard, the responsibility of l’dor
v’dor is especially important to Nathan. We are so proud of Nathan for the hard work he has put in to
prepare for this special day. L’chaim and salud!

Misheberach: We hope you're feeling better soon!
Gary Feldman, Florence Bernfeld, Henry Goldberg, Joan Kowohl, Philip
Solodkin, Bernard Albert, Dr. Meifang Zhou, Ellen Neier, Carl Griwatch,
Tom and Clare McClure, Steve Leacock, Mark Steinhoff, Ken Cook, Marc
Blecher, Craig Kreisler, Lynn Levy, John Casciano, Arnold Beinhacker,
Gordon Roschko, Wayne Steven Resnick, George Shapiro (Yosef ben
Yisrael), Frank Hermann, Jon Waxman, Anita Hurwitz

Our Deepest Condolences
Mitchell Sisle
Mel Dener
Ilana Farhi, mother of Moshe Farhi

Thank You for Donating to TBT!
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Elissa & Jarrett Schube, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Bradley Schube
Ruth Erulkar, in honor of Meredith Hirschberg
Carole & Arnold Bergman Youth Group Fund
Melanie Rosenzweig
General Fund
Marcia & Scott Weber, in honor of the birth of grandson, Hayden, to Marcy Samuels
Janice Pliskow, Misheberach prayers for Wayne Steven Resnick
Marcia & Scott Weber, Mazel Tov to HS graduate, Noah Norwitch – Go Gators!
Memorial Plaque
Ruth Erulkar
Cheryl & Neil Feinstein

Rabbi Pinsky Education Fund
Carol & Paul Leiman, full & speedy recovery to Mrs. Fredda Goldstein
Carol & Paul Leiman, full & speedy recovery to Mrs. Linda Shub
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Myra Goodman, In memory of Dora Feldstein Canor (mother), Nat L. Feldstein (father), Irene Graff
(sister) and Carol Goodman (husband)
Ruth Erulkar, in honor of Meredith Hirschberg
Lynn Ferman, get well wishes to Arnold Beinhacker
Harriet Rubin, in memory of Amy Greenspan Maltzman
Albert Shoengold, in memory of Sylvia Shoengold, Jeanette Shoengold and Fred Shoengold
Michael Yasuna, in memory of loved ones
Elissa & Jarrett Schube, In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Bradley Schube
Yahrzeit Fund
Carol Levine, in memory of Eric Levine
Cheryl & Neil Feinstein, in memory of Louis Astrachan
Karen Eismann, in memory of loved ones
Janice & Howard Kaplan, in memory of Dorothy Kaplan
Carol Brody, in memory of David Brody
Carole Levine, in memory of Eric Levine
Ruth Erulkar, in memory of Sarah Erulkar

Shelley Sandler

Diagnostic Centers of
America
Focused on excellence,
committed to patient care.

Halperin Law

Interested in being a sponsor of the Shalom? Email
coordinator@templebethtorah.net to get started!
Rates for Fiscal Year 2022-2023
Large Ad for 1 year = $1,080
Small Ad for 1 year = $540
Special Announcement for 1 issue = $180

Planning now for your family makes it easier for them later.

Want to know exactly what's going on at TBT? Check out
our online calendar!
Calendar - Temple Beth T…

www.templebethtorah.net

Temple Beth Torah
Facebook

Temple Beth Torah is a vibrant Reform Jewish Congregation located
in the west-central Palm Beach County Village of Wellington.
900 Big Blue Trace, Wellington,…

info@templebethtorah.net

(561) 793-2700
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